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London Scene 

 
February 2020  

London Scene is a regular newsletter to inform people with sight loss about 
accessible activities and events happening around London, including local 
society events.  
  
If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter at any time, then please 
call 020 37613651 or email info@londonvision.org 
Please note that a copy of this newsletter may have been despatched before 
receiving your request to unsubscribe. If you would like to submit local society 
events for promotion in this newsletter, please email or call using the same 
details as above.  
  
Welcome to the latest edition of the London Scene newsletter!  
 
London Scene highlights cultural events and activities – some are designed 
particularly to enable access for people with sight loss – while all of them will 
be accessible with a volunteer guide.  
  
This is just a selection of what is available in and around London.  
   
Please note that London Scene is for information only and the activities listed 
below are not led by London Vision (unless explicitly stated). We recommend 
contacting the venue directly for further information including accessibility, 
health and safety and ticket sales.  
 

Exhibitions and tours 
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Hands on hats, helmets and headgear 

Date: Saturday 15 February  

Time: 11am    

Ticket price: Free, booking required  

 

For children aged 5-12! This February half-term discover the headgear on 

display at the National Army Museum at this event for families with members 

who are visually impaired. 

Event features ‘My hat, your hat’ – Join storyteller Giles Abbott to hear all 

about what happened when two armies met and ‘Head on’ – get hands-on 

with real helmets from our handling collection, then use different materials to 

make and test your own. Can you build a helmet that will protect a soldier? 

 

Booking contact number: 020 7730 0717 Booking contact 

email tgibbs@nam.ac.uk  

 

Venue: National Army Museum, Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea, SW3 4HT     

Closest tube: Sloane Square    

 

Art through words: Uccello, The Battle of San Romano 

Date: Saturday 29 February 2019  

Time: 11:30  

Ticket price: Free, booking essential  

   

Join National Gallery staff for an audio description and discussion of this 

month’s painting The Battle of San Romano. 

Each session begins with a description of the painting and ends with a visit to 

the Galleries. 

Please meet at the Sainsbury Wing foyer. 

 

mailto:tgibbs@nam.ac.uk
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Booking contact number: 020 7747 2864  

Booking contact email: Demitra.Procopiou@ng-london.org.uk  

 

Venue: National Gallery, Trafalgar Square, London WC2N 5DN  

Closest tube: Leicester Square    

   

Theatre 

Faces in the Crowd | Los Ingrávidos 

Date: Thursday 6 February 2020  

Time: 19:30  

Ticket price: £17, companions free  

 

Leave A Life. Blow Everything Up. 

Or better still: leave empty chairs at the tables you once shared with friends. 

What few people understand is that you leave one life to start another. 

In Mexico City, a mother begins writing her novel. 

She is constantly interrupted. 

In New York, a woman is haunted by the ghost of a Mexican poet. 

She can’t keep out the past. 

100 years earlier, a poet is troubled by visions of a woman on the subway. 

She lives decades in the future. 

As a mother tries to remember the faces from her past, the lines between her 

and them blur, time folds in on itself and ghosts appear everywhere. 

Based on Valeria Luiselli’s award winning, internationally-acclaimed 

novel, Faces in the Crowd beautifully intertwines three narratives in 

unexpected ways. Pushing the boundaries of storytelling, this dizzying, fluid 

and haunting adaptation explores whether our identities are more permeable 

than we imagine. 

 

Booking contact number: 02072290706  

mailto:Demitra.Procopiou@ng-london.org.uk
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Booking contact email: boxoffice@gatetheatre.co.uk  

 

Venue: Gate Theatre, 11 Penbridge Road, London W11 3HQ  

Closest tube: Notting Hill Gate     

 

A Taste of Honey  

Date: Saturday 8 February  

Time: 14:30 

Ticket price: From £18  

Touch Tour: 13:00  

 

Bijan Sheibani (Barber Shop Chronicles) directs Jodie Prenger (Oliver! One 

Man, Two Guvnors, Abigail’s Party) as Helen in this new production from The 

National Theatre, producers of War Horse and The Curious Incident of the 

Dog in the Night-Time. 

When her mother Helen runs off with a car salesman, feisty teenager Jo 

takes up with Jimmy, a sailor who promises to marry her, before he heads for 

the seas. Art student Geoff moves in and assumes the role of surrogate 

parent until, misguidedly, he sends for Helen and their unconventional setup 

unravels. 

Booking contact number: 0800 912 6971 

Venue: Trafalgar Studios, Whitehall, London SW1A 2DY 

Closest tube: Charing Cross    

 

Uncle Vanya   

Date: Wednesday 12 February  

Time: 19:30  

Ticket price: From £15  

Touch Tour: TBC  

 

mailto:boxoffice@gatetheatre.co.uk
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In the heat of summer, Sonya and her Uncle Vanya (Toby Jones) while away 

their days on a crumbling estate deep in the countryside, visited occasionally 

only by the local doctor Astrov (Richard Armitage). 

However, when Sonya’s father suddenly returns with his beautiful new wife 

declaring that he intends to sell the house, the polite facades crumble and 

repressed feelings start to emerge with devastating consequences. 

 

Booking contact number: 0800 912 6971  

Venue: Harold Pinter Theatre, Panton Street, London SW1Y 4DN  

Closest tube: Piccadilly Circus      

 

Sports  

Goalball  

Date: Tuesday 4 February 

Time: 18:00  

Cost: First session free then £3 a session  

  

Why not play Goalball with a friendly club in Central London? The London 

Elephants!  Anyone is welcome to attend – young or old, male or female, new 

or experienced. It is a great fun game and very sociable. 

 

For more information and to register your interest please contact  

londongoalball@outlook.com or call 07894832820 

Venue: The Castle Leisure Centre, Elephant and Castle, London SE1 6SQ  

 

1 to 1 Coached Swimming 

Date: 12 February 2020  

Time: 12:00  

Cost: £20.00 for four 1-1 Coached session *Saves £18.60 per session *This 

is a subsidised rate for current Metro members only.  

mailto:londongoalball@outlook.com
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Vision Impaired Swimming 

A chance at Swimming: 1-1 Coaching 

Metro Blind Sport in partnership with Ealing Swimming Club and Everyone 

Active are offering one to one swimming lessons, as we believe this is the 

best way to start if you have always wanted to try swimming but need that 

one to one support. 

 

Contact: Fred Burley – Ealing Swimming Club Tel. 07428 783509 or 

email fred@swimesc.co.uk  

Venue: Northolt Leisure Centre, Eastcote Lane North, London, UB5 4AB  

 

Blind and partially sighted Salsa Dance Classes – VisualEyes with Bhavini! 

Dates: Monday 24th February 2020 – Monday 6th of July 

2020 (Excluding Monday 13 April, Easter and Monday 25 May, Late May 

Bank Holiday)  

Time: 5.15pm – 6.45pm 

Cost: £10 per session or receive £15 off when you book the course (payable 

in advance) 

 

Interested in learning salsa dancing? Want to improve your fitness and meet 

others? Well, now you can! Blind and partially sighted people can learn salsa 

dancing from London’s most popular training company, Salsa Secrets. 

With over 20 years of experience, providing you with high-class teaching 

standards, the sessions will be in a relaxed and friendly environment, fusing 

different styles together to create a fun and exciting learning experience. 

Classes will be: 

• Fun and energetic catering to all levels of ability 

• Improve balance, co-ordination, fitness & stamina 

• Increase confidence and a great opportunity to meet new people 

mailto:fred@swimesc.co.uk
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• Accessible for people with Sight Loss 

We are offering a 16-week course at special rates! 

Meet and greet service available on request. 

For more information and to confirm your place, please call Bhavini Makwana 

on 07956 583203 or email bhavini@visualeyeswithbhavini.com  

 

Venue: The Thomas Pocklington Trust, BMA House, Entrance D, Tavistock 

Square, London, WC1H 9LG  

 

Activities across the capital 

East London  

VI Chess with Voldi Gailans 

VI Chess sessions run by experienced teacher Voldi Gailans of the Braille 

Chess Association take place every Monday from 2pm to 4pm at the Bromley 

by Bow Centre at St Leonard's Street, E3 3BT.   

 

For anyone wishing to be shown to the venue, we can arrange for you to be 

met at 1:45pm at the nearby Bromley-by-Bow Station, but you will need to let 

us know in advance. The sessions will continue weekly and are completely 

free. Please let us know at least one week in advance if you would like to 

come, so that we can ensure we have enough equipment. If you are 

interested in coming along, please contact Voldi Gailans on 0748 4236531 or 

email vgailans@uwclub.net  

 

Inclusive Cycling  

Bike Works offer inclusive cycling in Lloyd Park, Walthamstow on every third 

Thursday of the month.  Session time is 10:00-12:00pm and meeting place is 

outside the William Morris Gallery, Forest Road, Walthamstow, E17 4PP.  For 

more information, please contact Bike Works on 020 8980 7998.  

 

mailto:bhavini@visualeyeswithbhavini.com
mailto:vgailans@uwclub.net
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Bike Works offer inclusive cycling every Wednesday and every other 

Saturday at Victoria Park in Bow, E3 5TB from 1:00pm-3:00pm. Due to its 

popularity, new attendees are recommended to turn up an hour ahead of 

starting time. For more information, please contact Bike Works on 020 8980 

7998. 

 

Bike Works offer inclusive cycling at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park every 

Tuesday, 11:00am-1:00pm.  Due to its popularity, new attendees are 

recommended to turn up an hour ahead of starting time. For more 

information, please contact Bike Works on 020 8980 7998. 

 

Inclusive gym sessions 

Ability Bow gym offers accessible gym sessions every Wednesday from 

10:00am-11:00am at St. Paul's Church, St. Stephen's Road, Bow, E3 5JL.  

For more information, please contact Ability Bow on 020 8980 7778.  

 

Coffee morning 

Coffee Morning with Blind Aid at the Bow Brew Cafe, St Paul’s Community 

Centre, 83 St Paul’s Way, E3 4AJ  

Every other Thursday from 11:00-13:00 Next day being 13 February.  

 

Beyond Sight Loss 

Thursday 13th February 

Beyond Sight Loss Group Meeting: Listen to a guest speaker and discuss 

relevant news and events.  This is £1 per person for refreshment. 

Time: 13:30-16:00 

Location: Albert Jacob House, 62 Roman Road, E2 0PG 

If you wish to attend please email ashrafia1@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:ashrafia1@btinternet.com
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Waltham Forest Vision 

Monday 10th February 

Waltham Forest Vision Bi-Monthly Meeting   

Time: 6:30pm-8:45 pm 

Location: Unit 7, Highams Park Industrial Estate, Jubilee Avenue, Chingford, 

E4 9JD 

If you would like to attend please book in advance to avoid disappointment.  

Email walthamforestvision@gmail.com  

 

Thursday 20th February 

Waltham Forest Vision meal out: Join us for a delicious meal Indian and catch 

up with old and new friends. Attendees are responsible for paying for their 

own meal. 

Time: 18:30-21:00 

Location: 1 The Avenue (Highams Park) Indian Restaurant, 1 The Avenue, 

Highams Park, London E4 9LB 

If you would like to attend please book in advance to avoid disappointment. 

Email walthamforestvision@gmail.com by 14th February 2020. 

 

South East London 

VI Monthly Social  

Date: Thursday 27 February  

Time: 12:00 – 15:00 

Please let us know by 20th of February if you are coming to allow us to 

reserve enough tables. 

You will need to pay for your own drinks and food. 

 

Directions: The pub is directly opposite Bromley South station there is also 

bus stops located almost outside the station and also outside the pub on the 

opposite side of the road. 

mailto:walthamforestvision@gmail.com
mailto:walthamforestvision@gmail.com
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Buses that go past are 208, 261, 320, 126, 61,  

358.  

Anyone that needs to be met from the train station or the bus stop should call 

Patrick or Beatrice’s mobile when they arrive at the station or the bus stop. 

Our contact details are as follows. 

Beatrice Simpson, mobile: (07980) 416076 

Patrick Braithwaite, mobile: 07506775424  

 

Venue: The Richmal Crompton, Wetherspoons Pub in Bromley South, 

23 Westmoreland Place, Bromley, BR1 1DS. 

 

Acknowledgements: We are grateful to service users, 

the VocalEyes website vocaleyes.co.uk and Metroblindsport.org for their 

postings and related text which enabled this newsletter.  
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